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S < Holland - Begun Fune the firlt, 1666. 


= © =at two a Clock afternoon, and con- 
| tinuing till the fourth, at tena 
Clock at night, 


O contradi® falſe reports of the Enemies, 
and to rectifie imperteR ones of our own, 


concerning the late Engagement, it hath 
| been thought fir to publiſh this follow- 
NM ing Narrative , being very exact in all 
circumſtances, but thoſe ot the enemies 
loſs, which we are confident is far greater 
then is herein expreſſed, though hitherto 

=Y moſt diſ-ingenuouſly and artificially dif- 
ſembled by them, ſo that we muſt be beholding to more time 
totell the truth of it , Relating herein only what was viſible to 
our whole Fleet, 

His Highneſs Prince Rupert being gone off from our Fleet the 
nine and twentieth of May, with twenty ſayl of good Ships, and 
five Fireſhips, ro joyn with a Squadron ot ten ſayl moreat + 3 
month, 


% 4 = 4+ - - 


(3) 
»outh, his Grace the Duke of Albemarle , on the one and thir- 
tieth ſer ſayl for the Gunfleet out of the Downes, with fifty tour 


more,and four Fireſhips, the windat N, At ten of the clock 
chat night we anchored , the Nrihforeland being five leagues 
trom us, bezring N, W, and by W, there being a freſh gale 
arS, W, On Friday the firſt of Fuze, at four in the mornins 
we weighed and ſtood Northward, until fix in the morn , when 
the Northforelands bore S, W, by S, fix leagues off: The Bri- 
to! being then four leagues in the N, E, of us, made Signal that 
the diſcovered the Enemies Fleet, and we from Topmaſt-head 
made eight or ten ſay], which proved the Hollands Scouts ; at 
ſevena Council of Fiag-Officers was called aboard his Grace, 
where it was reſolved to bear with them , which wedid, and at 


ren we diſcovered their Fleet,conſiſting of 84 ſayl, 


Ar eleven 


the Signal was given to draiy into a line of Battel, and at twelve 
being one league and halt in the wind of them, we bore up with 
them , they being at Anchor then ſeven leagues from 0ftend, 
cut looſe: All our Fleet bore up upon them, except ſome of 
the White Squadron, at halt hour after one; One of the Dutch 
Admirals fired the firſt Gun at the Cloverree, and then the fight 
began , we ſtanding to the, Eaſtward, a treſh gale of Wind ar 
theS, W. ſo that we could not Carry out our lower Teer , and 
tor fear of the Sands, where we found but fifteen fathom, we 
boreupand came to the other Tack, we continued fighting 
all chat day, till about ten that nighr, having fired tour of their 
great Ships, ſunk a Vice-Admiral and another ſhip : On our 
fide Rere- Admiral Harman was much diſabled, having two Fire- 
ſhips on board him , but by good fortune cleared himſelf againg 


ſeveral other of our Ships had their Rigging and Sails very mucky 


ſhatzered, and eſpecially che Admiral ( his Courage carrying 
him foremoſt to all Dangers) to (uch a degree, as ſhe was tor- 
ced in the fight of the Enemy to chop to an Anchor, till ſhe 
had brought new Sayls to. the Yards, the old being tended uſe- 
leſs ; which having finiſht by eight that night, we cur and caſt 
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to the Weſtward ; as ſoon as we had gathered way , «we tackt* 
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and ſtood through the Body of their Fleet , which byninewe 


moſt of us, the Wind favoring them two or three Points,fo that 


had done, then tackt to the Weſtward again, By this time 
they had taken from us the Swiftſnre , the Seven Oaks and Loyal 
George,who ſtaying alirtle behind, were cut from our Fleet, Ar 
ten a Clock they ſtanding Eaſtward, and we Weſtward, 
parted for that night, ; | 

Saturday, Fune 2, at two inthe morning we tackt, and ar 
three diſcovered their Fleet on our Lee-bow,and at five, twelye 
fayl on our Weather-bow , which we ſuppoſed a ſupply, or parc 
of their Fleet which we had ſevered che night before: at ſeven 
we plyed tothe windward to engage the enemy afreſh z we has. 
ving the wind, ſtanding to the Eaſtward , bore up round upon 
them, and ſtood to the Weſtward, they then Tackt and ſtood to 
the Eaſtward , we then found that we wanted ſeven (ayl of good 
Ships that were gone off diſabled from our Fleet ; nevertheleſs 
we engaged very hotly : At 10, we Tackt to the Eaſt-ward, 
and fought through the very Body of their Fleet , and tell hard 
upon the Leewaid-moſt part of them : Here one of their-Rere- 
Admirals was burnt by the Towng Prince, a Fireſhip of ours, and 
a Vice- Admiral of theirs was boarded by the Spread- Eazle fire- 
ſhip, but put off again, At this time the Earl of offory, Lord 
Cavendiſh, and Sir Tho, Clifford, as Volunteers, came on Board 
the Royal Charles in a Shallop, At two we Tack'd to the Welt- 
ward,and weathered moſt of them,and drew our Fleet together , 
the Spread: Exele then ſunk , and many of our Ships being much 
diſabled in their Maſts, Sailes, and Rigging, they ſtood for 
Ereland, without acquainting the General, who ſeeing thar, 
thought good likewiſe to hold our Wind and make the beſt of 
our way home, having no more then twenty eight Sayl of fight- 
ing Ships left , which we did , they purſuing of us with ſixty 
ſix Sayl, with a fine Galeat W.S, W, andS, W, here we burnt 
the Sr. Paul, taking out her men, fearing ſhe ſhould not keep 
company with us, having many foot of water in Hold. At 
ſeven ar Night they gor owr Wake, and by Nine came up with 


they 


5 
they came with a Flown Sheet : At night it proved calm: By 
three or four in the Morning a ſmall breeſe of Wind ſprung up at 
N, E, andat a Council of Flagg-Officers, his Grace the Lord 
General reſolved to draw ous. Fleet into a Reer-line of Battel, 
and make a fair Retreat of it, Here his Grace's accuſtomed and 
excellent Conduct, as well as his invincible Courage, was 
eminently ſeen; tor, by placing his weak and diſabled Ships be- 
fore in a Line;and fixteen ot his greateſt and beſt in a Rank in the 
Reer, as-a Bulwark tor them, keeping his own Ship neareſt the 
Enemy, ſuch of the Dutch Fleet that were the beſt Saylers of 
of them, came fuſt in parties upon him , and finding it too hot 
ſervice to attaque him, ſt:id tor the reſt of their Fleet, They 
came not within ſhot of us till two of the Clock, when preſently 
we from Top-maſt head diſcovered a Fleet , being upon a Welt 
by North courſe; wealtered ours to Weſt by South, and W, 
S. W, to edgevith them, ſuppoſing them to be the Princes 
Fleet , as indeed it was, Art five we fell toul of the.Galloper, 
where the Royal Prince was grounded, and the Leeward Tide ſet 
us ſo far from her, that we could not lie by to relieve her, On 
the other fide, the Dutch fell ſo faſt upon her, and with their 
Fire-ſh'ps threatned the boarding of her, that ſhe was forced to 
ſt:ike her Flagg for quarter,and ſo yielded, and when the Dutch 
had taken out the men, they ſet her on fire, fearing we ſhould 
retake her for atter we had joyned the Princes Fleet, we made 
up rowards them, and they clapt upona Wind, we following 
them : The General came to the Prince on board the Royal 
James, and gave his Highneſs an account of what had hapned 
in the three dayes action betore, and there it was reſolyed by his 
Highneſs and his Grace , at a Council of the Flagg-Officers to 


tall upon the Enemy the next morning, and that his Highneſs 
with his freſh nay 6 ſhould lead the Yan, 

Monday, Fune the 4, At day-break we found the Dutch 
Fleet was got out ot fight, but we ſtanding a courſe ater them, 
with a Wind at $, S. W, quickly. made them , about five 


Leagues diſtant from us upon the Weather- bow, and by eight a 


Clock 4 I ©. 
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gave/ſpirit to his F:iends, and terror to the Enemy, 


vaſe 
_ L— 
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Clock we came up with them ,z and they having the Weather- 
gage, put themſelves ina Line to the Windward of us. 

Our ſhips then which were a head of Sir C. Mings,made an eafie 
fail, and when they came within a convenient diſtance lay by, 
and the Dutch Fleet having put themſelves 1n order , we did 
the like; Sir C, Mings Vice-Admiral of the Princes Fleet, with 
his diviſion led the Van, next his Highneſs with his own 
diviſion followed, and then Sir Zaw, Spragee his Rere- Admiral ; 
and fo ſtayed tor thereſt of the Fleet which came up in very 
£00d orcer, 

By fuch time as our witole Fleet was come up, we held cloſe 
upon2 Wind, having our Starboard tacks aboard, the Wind 
S. W, and the Enemy bearing up to fall into the middle of our 
Line with part of cheir Fleet, at winich aſſoon as Sir Chriſtopher 
Mings had their Wake , he tacked and ſtood in, ani then the 
whole Line tacked in the Wake of him and ſtood in; bur Sir 
Chriſtopher Mings in fighting being put co Leeward, -the Prince 
thought fit ro keep the Wind, and fo led the whole Line 
through the middle of the Enemy , the General with the reſt 
of the Fleet tollowing in good order, 

And here we cannot omit making refletion upon the Prince, 
who in this Paſs was enviton'd with as many dangers as the 
Enemy could apply unto him, they raked him fore and atr, 
plyed him on both fades, and to all that, were juſt clapping two 
Fireſhips upon him , but two of our Fircſhips that attended the 
Prince, got berwixt that danger and him, and bravely burnt the 
bold Afſtylants ; and though his Highneſs received vety con- 
ſiderable prejudice in that difficult paſſage, in his Maſts and 
Rigging. yet he anſivered the ſhot they powered on him, with 
as many cloſe returns , which the Enemy felt and carried away 
with them : 'and in that whole day , to ſay no more, the Prince 
did manifeſt a Courage and Conduct anſwerable to the other 
great Actions, which belong to the ſtory ot his Lite, whereby he 
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After this Paſs, the Prince being come on the other ſide, and 
ſtanding out ſo as he could weather the end of their Fleet , part 
of the Enemy bearing up, and the reſt racking, he tacked alſo, 
and his Grace taking at the ſame time, bore up to the Ships 
to the Leeward, the Prince following him , and ſo we ſtood 
along backward and to:ward, the Enemy being ſome to Leeward, 
and (ome to Windward of us; which courſe was four times 
repeated, the Enemy alwayes keeping the greateſt part of their 

Fle:t to the Windward, but ſtill ar ſo much diſtance as to be 

able to reach our Sayls and Rigging with their ſhot, and to keep 

themſelves out of the reach of our Guns , the only advantage 

they thought fit to take upon us at that time, 

Bur the fourth time we plying them very ſharply with our 
Leeward Guns in paſſing , their Windward Ships bote up to 
the Leeward, to relieve their Leeward Party , upon which his 
Highnels tacked the fifth time , and with eight or ten Fregors 
got to the Windward of the Enemies whole Fleet, and think- 
ing to bear in upon them, his Main-ſtay and Main- top-maſt, 
being terribly ſhaken , came all by the Board, 

His Grace then, with that part of che Fleet with him, having 
received in this laſt Pais two ſhots in his Powder-room , and 
ſeveral other in his Main-top-maſt and Fore-maſt, that diſabled 
him from Tacking , made up towards the Prince , and he bear- 
ing down likewiſe towards him, ſeing the Enemy made what 
Sayl they could, as if they meant to come betwixt us, bur 
they hwwing made that counterfeit, their Admiral on a ſudden 
fired a Gun, to call in the ſtragling remains of his tatter'd Fleet 
( who were at this time reduced from eighty four, to under the 
number of fourty Say!) and bore away before the wind to- 
wards Fluſhing. If now thoſe unhappy ſhots ( formerly men- 
tioned ) had not diſabled in this laſt Tack , his Highneſs and 
his Grace's Ships , wherein they were in Perſon, from the pur- 
ſuit of them , and oblieged us to return ro our Potts, though 
(as itis plain) Maſters of the Sea in this Engagement , we 
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had, igall humane probability, had a total Victory over the” 
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= Enemy, with the loſs, on our fide, only of His Majefties 


Ship the Prince , unhappily ſtickingupon the Sands, called the - 


\ Gaſloper, that of the Swiftſure ſeparating from our Fleet in- 


the beginning of the Fight, and the Eſſex intangling her ſelf 
with the Bu/,where ſhe bore up bravely to her reſcue , and five 
or ſix (mall Ships more , two of which we ſunk our ſelves ( as 
was likewiſe ſaid before ) which makes ten in number , (mall 


and great; when as we are confidently aſſured from our own 
obſervation and from Letters, that the Enemy loſt as many 


more, three of which were Flag-ſhips , their Mea all ſunk and 
burnt with them. And ir is certain; they 'muſt eyery where 


+ have ſuffered a mach greater loſs of men then we, from the dif- 


ference in our manner-of fighting; for they ſhooting high, aud 
at great diſtances, damaged us moſt in our Rigging ; and ye, 
on the other hand , forbearing to ſhoot but when we came near, 
and then levelling. moſt at the Hulls , muſt needs have done 
more execution. upon their men , the particulars whereof we 


ſhall quickly leatn.: In the mean time, we'know they went much 
ſhattered and torn into their firſt Ports .th 


could make, and 
concluded themſelves entire! beatenr,-till from the Hagye they 
were told the contrary by thoſe who could know it lels, 


